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The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea is 
situated at the eastern end of the Asian Continent. 

The total area of the territory is 220,791 square 
kilometres and the population of the whole Korea 
accounts for more than 30,000,000. 

Korea has abundant natural resources and the 
Korean people had lived as an independent nation 
for thousands of years carrying forward its own 
cultural tradition. 

Korea is a country of one nation, cne language 
with a phonetic alphabet. 

From the mid-19th century, Korea began to be 
invaded by Western capitalists. 

The occupation and colonisation of Korea by the 
Japanese imperialists, who had made repeated incur- 
sions upon Korea from long ago, interrupted the 
independent development of Korea for nearly 
half a century. 

On August 15, 1945, with the surrender of Japa- 
nese imperialism in World War II, the Korean peo- 
ple were emancipated from the yoke of its colonial 
rule. 

After liberation, the Korean people founded the 
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Democratic People’s Republic of Korea on_ their 
own initiative. 

On the character of the Republic, Marshal 
Kim Il Sung, Premier of the Cabinet of the Demo- 
cratic People’s Republic of Korea, stated as fol- 
lows: 

“The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea is 
the genuine state of the entire Korean people, 
which enjoys their wholehearted support and love. 
Ours is a genuine people’s state, which has not 
only guaranteed political freedom and rights for the 
people, but also ensured them a happy material 
and cultural life. Our state is a most democratic 
and stable state which was founded by the people, 
is led by the working class, relies on the united, ral- 
lied strength of the entire people on the basis of the 
worker-peasant alliance and provides the broad po- 
pular masses with the opportunity to take part in 
the affairs of the state.” 

Following the founding of the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea, many successes were 
achieved in the course of its independent develop- 
ment. 

Today the northern part of the Republic has 
turned into an industrial-agricultural state with a 
firm foundation of self-supporting national economy. 

This booklet will give you a rough picture 
of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea. 


I. BRIEF HISTORY OF THE REPUBLIC 


The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea was 
founded on September 9, 1948. It was founded and 
has been consolidated and developed through the 
protracted struggle for the freedom and indepen- 
dence of the Korean people. 

In the course of its long history of thousands of 
years, the Korean nation had throughout preserved 
their independent state despite uninterrupted for- 
eign invasions. 

In the period of colonial domination of Korea 
by Japanese imperialism (1910-1945), the Korean 
people waged unrelenting struggles against the 
oppression and plunder of Japanese imperialism 
and for the independence and freedom of the coun- 
try. 

In March, 1919, the Korean people rose up in a 
nation-wide uprising against the Japanese imperi- 
alist colonial rule. 

Even after the March First People’s Uprising 
was suppressed by the Japanese imperialists, the 
Korean people never stopped their national libera- 
tion struggle. 

In particular, entering the 1930’s, the anti-impe- 
rialist national liberation struggle of the Korean 
people embarked upon a new, higher stage. The Ko- 
rean communists led by Marshal Kim I] Sung un- 
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folded the anti-Japanese armed struggle in the areas 
around the northern border of Korea and _ north- 
east China. 

While keeping up their indefatigable armed strug- 
gle against Japanese imperialism, the Anti-Japa- 
nese Partisans organized and gave guidance to the 
anti-Japanese national liberation struggle of the Ko- 
rean people, penetrating deep into the country. 

In 1936, the Korean communists established the 
Fatherland Restoration Association, a broad united 
front organisation embracing all patriotic anti-Ja- 
panese forces at home and abroad, and announced 
the Ten-Point Programme illumining the way of the 
national-liberation struggle. 

In a few months after it’s founding the Father- 
land Restoration Association enlisted hundreds of 
thousands of members and closely rallied broad 
popular masses around its organisations of all 
forms. 

The Anti-Japanese Partisans dealt severe blows 
tv the Japanese imperialists, waging numerous bat- 
tles at Bochunbo, Moosan and other northeastern 
border towns of Korea and in the wide areas of 
northeast China for the freedom and liberation of 
the fatherland. In the period from 1937 to 1939 
alone, 3,900 fierce battles were waged against the 
Japanese imperialist aggressors. 

Encouraged and led by the Anti-Japanese Parti- 
sans, the Korean people waged unyielding strug- 
gles against the Japanese imperialist colonial rule 
throughout the country. 

The anti-Japanese armed struggle waged by the 
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Korean patriots from the 1930's to 1945 dealt a 
telling blow to the Japanese imperialists and acce- 
lerated the liberation of Korea. 


The anti-Japanese armed struggle was also a link 
in the chain of the world-wide anti-fascist struggle. 

Marshal Kim Il Sung, Kim Chaik, Choi Yong 
Kun, Kim I] and other patriotic fighters whc were 
the leading personnel during the anti-Japanese par- 
tisan struggle became the leading nucleus in the 
construction of a new country after liberation. 

The liberation of Korea from the yoke of the 
Japanese imperialist colonial rule on August 15, 
1945, marked a turning point in the construction of 
a free, independent new Korea. 


The liberated Korean people founded the peo- 
ple’s committees, the organs of people’s power, on 
their own initiative. 


However, the path of the Korean people has been 
anything but a smooth one. 

The Korean people took over from the old society 
an extremely backward colonial economy and cul- 
ture and had to start the construction of a new so- 
ciety with a very few national cadres. 


The situation at home and abroad at that time 
was very complicated. Particularly, owing to the 
occupation of South Korea by the U.S. Army, 
the Korean people encountered great obstacles in the 
struggle for the construction of a democratic inde- 
pendent state. 


The U.S. Army which landed in South Korea in 
September 1945, forcibly dissolved the people's com- 
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mittees established by the Korean people themselves 
and, in their place, set up a military government. 

And the United States pursued a policy of colo- 
nial enslavement in South Korea in lieu of Japanese 
imperialism. 

In the light of the situation created in the coun- 
try after liberation, Marshal Kim I! Sung and his 
comrades-in-arms proceeded to lay in North Korea 
the foundation for ensuring the sovereignty and 
independence of the country. Land reform, nation- 
alisation of industry and other democratic reforms 
were carried out in a short space of time. 


As a result, North Korea came to have :a power- 
ful material force for the independence and unifi- 
cation of the country. 

Earlier, in December 1945, the Conference of the 
U.S.S.R., U.S. and British Foreign Ministers held 
in Moscow adopted a decision on building Korea into 
a democratic, sovereign independent state. In ac- 
cordance with the Moscow decision, the U.S.S.R.- 
U.S. Joint Commission was held in Seoul on two 
occasions in 1946 and 1947 in order to establish a 
Korean provisional government. 

However, the United States deliberately wrecked 
the work of the U.S.S.R.-U.S. Joint Commission, 
thereby blocking the road towards the establishment 
of a unified Korean government. 

In South Korea, the United States suppressed 
all the patriotic forces and framed up a reaction- 
ary separate puppet regime under the U.N. flag by 
raking up the traitors to the Korean people in an 
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open attempt to perpetuate the division of Korea. 

The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea was 
born amidst the nation-wide struggle of the entire 
Korean people against the manoeuvrings of the 
United States and its puppets to rig up such a sepa- 
rate “government” in South Korea. 


As the U.S. machination to perpetuate the tem- 
porary division of Korea became open, the Joint Con- 
ference of Representatives of Necrth and South Ko- 
rean Political Parties and Social Organisations was 
held in Pyongyang in April 1948, reflecting the 
unanimous stand of the North and South Korean 
people against such machination. 

It was only the Syngman Rheeites that did not 
attend the Joint Conference. 


The Joint Conference even attended by the South 
Korean right wing political parties, representing the 
will of the entire Korean people, unanimously de- 
nounced and rejected the U.S. plot to rig up a se- 
parate “government” in South Korea and strongly 
insisted on the establishment of an all-Korea unified 
government. 

Nevertheless, the U.S. imperialists carried out 
separate elections in South Korea at the point of 
the bayonet in May 10, 1948. And, on this basis, they 
cooked up a puppet regime headed by Syngman 
Rhee whom they had brcught in from the United 
States. 

Commenting on the North-South Joint Con- 
ference at that time, an American expert on the 
Korean question, George M. McCune, had the fol- 
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lowing to say about the U.S. action in his book “Ko- 
rea Today”. 

“Upon their return in late April and early May 
the South Korean delegates, who were outspoken 
in approval of what they referred to as the moderate 
views and unquestionable patriotism of the North 
Korean leaders, reported favourably on conditions in 
North Korea. However, General Hodge, the Ameri- 
can commander, warned the people of South Korea 
against heeding the counsel of these men and sug- 
gested that they were ‘blind men’ who had been 
‘baited by the communists’. Under the circumstances, 
the unity efforts of the North and South Korean 
leaders proved abortive”’. 


In August 1948, the Korean people held elections 
of the deputies to the Supreme People’s Assembly 
throughout North and South Korea as a national- 
salvation measure to stop the perpetuation of the 
division of Korea by the United States and pre- 
vent the country from being reduced to a colony 
of U.S. imperialism. 


In North Korea 99.97 per cent of the total voters 
and 77.52 per cent of the total voters in South Korea 
took part in the elections. 


The.elections won a historic victory. The Supreme 
People’s Assembly, the highest power organ of Ko- 
rea, was founded in accordance with the unanimous 
desire and will of the people of North and South 
Korea. 

On September 9, 1948, the First Session of the 
First Supreme People’s Assembly adopted the Con- 
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stitution of the Republic and proclaimed the found- 
ing of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea. 

The Supreme People’s Assembly formed the Gov- 
ernment of the Democratic People’s Republic of 
Korea with Premier Kim I] Sung and other fighters 
of the anti-Japanese armed struggle as the leading 
core. 


Since the first days of its founding the Demo- 
cratic People’s Republic of Korea has advanced 
time and again to the South Korean authorities 
reasonable proposals for realising the peaceful uni- 
fication of Korea by the Korean people themselves 
without any foreign interference. But these propos- 
als have been turned down. 


The United States had attempted to strangle 
our young Republic from the first day of its found- 
ing. Finally, on June 25, 1950, the U.S. imperialists 
unleashed an aggressive war against the Democra- 
tic People’s Republic of Korea. 

During the war, the U.S. imperialist aggressors 
committed bestial atrocities and wanton destruction 
unprecedented in history. 


However, the Korean people fought resolutely 
for three years and won victory, defending the free- 
dom and independence of the fatherland. And U.S. 
imperialism sustained a crushing defeat for the first 
time in its history of aggression. 

In their righteous war, the Korean people enlisted 
active support and assistance from the peoples of 
the countries of the socialist camp and from the 
peace-loving people throughout the world. 
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The unprecedentedly harsh three-year war in 
Korea devastated the economy and ruined the peo- 
ple’s living to the extreme. 

When the armistice was concluded in July, 1953, 
nothing but ashes was left for the Korean people. 

The Korean people, however, never flinched be- 
fore the great post-war difficulties. They undertook 
the post-war rehabilitation and construction with the 
same spirit with which they won the war. 

In 1954, the Three-Year Plan for the Post-War 
Rehabilitation and Development of the National Eco- 
nomy (1954-1956) was started. 

As the basic line of the post-war economic con- 
struction, the Government of the Republic set forth 
the line of giving priority to the development of 
heavy industry, while simultaneously developing 
light industry and agriculture. 

During the hard days of post-war rehabilitation 
and construction, the Korean people received aid 
from the peoples of the brother countries of the 
socialist camp and waged a determined fight, spar- 
ing even a penny. 

As a result, the Three-Year Plan was fulfilled 
successfully ahead of schedule. 

Then, in 1957, the implementation of the Five- 
Year Plan for the Development of the National Eco- 
nomy (1957-1961) was undertaken. 

The Five-Year Plan was overfulfilled as a whole 
by 1960, that is, in four years. 

As a result of the fulfilment of the Five-Year 
Plan, the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea has 
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been turned into an industrial-agricultural state 
with powerful heavy and light industrial bases. 

The Korean people are now waging a strenuous 
struggle to implement the grand tasks of the Seven- 
Year Plan (1961-1967) at the Chullima speed. 

The tasks for the first three years of the Seven- 
Year Plan were carried out successfully and so is 
the national economic plan for 1964. 


Il. STATE AND SOCIAL SYSTEM 


The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea is a 
genuine people’s state founded by the people and 
serving the people, the first of its kind in the history 
of our country. 

As provided for in the Constitution of the Demo- 
cratic People’s Republic of Korea, the sovereignty 
of the Republic rests with the people. 

The people exercise power through their repre- 
sentative organs, that is, the Supreme People’s As- 
sembly and _ the local people’s assemblies of all 
levels. 

These organs are established by democratic elec- 
tions held on the basis of the principle of universal, 
equal and direct suffrage by secret ballot and are 
composed of the genuine representatives of the peo- 
ple. 

The Supreme People’s Assembly is the highest 
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organ of power in the Democratic People’s Republic 
of Korea. 

The legislative power is exercised exclusively 
by the Supreme People’s Assembly. 

At present, of the deputies to the Supreme Peo- 
ple’s Assembly of the Democratic People’s Republic 
of Korea, 56.1 per cent are workers and 16.2 per cent 
peasants. 

During the adjournment of the Supreme People’s 
Assembly, the Presidium of the Supreme People’s 
Assembly is the highest organ of power. 

The highest executive organ of state power 
of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea is the 
Cabinet. 

The Cabinet is formed by the Supreme People’s 
Assembly. 

The courts of the Democratic People’s Republic 
of Korea are formed through elections. 

The Prosecutor-General of the Supreme Prose- 
cutor’s Office is appointed by the Supreme People’s 
Assembly. 

Marshal Kim Il Sung and other leaders of the 
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea were the 
leaders of the anti-Japanese armed struggle and 
the anti-Japanese revolutionary struggle at home 
linked with the armed struggle. 

All the ministers and vice-ministers, directors 
of major industrial organs, heads of institutes of 
higher learning, etc., are either former participants 
of the anti-Japanese armed struggle and the anti- 
Japanese struggle at home or national cadres of 
worker, peasant and intelligentsia origin newly 
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brought up under the people's regime after libera- 
tion. 

All the power organs of the Republic elected by 
the people themselves set it as their basic duty to 
ensure the broad popular masses political freedom 
and rights, always serve the people and carry out 
their activities relying on the people at all times. 


The people of the Republic take an active part in 
the state affairs also through various social organi- 
zations such as trade unions, Socialist Working 
Youth League and Democratic Women’s Union. 


All the citizens of the D.P.R.K. who have reached 
the age of eighteen, irrespective of sex, nationality, 
religious belief, length of residence, property status, 
or education, have the right to elect and to be elected, 
and is fully ensured democratic rights—freedom ol 
speech, the press, assembly, demonstrations, associa- 
tion and religious belief. 

Political freedom and rights of the citizens of the 
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea are guaran- 
teed materially. 

Rooted among the people and relying on their 
firm support, the people’s government has all along 
been a lever in guaranteeing the Korean people a 
[ree, happy and new life. 

In North Korea where the people have become 
masters of the country, every citizen is equal in all 
the political, economic and cultural fields of social 
life, and is enabled to bring his individuality and 
ability into full play. 

Each citizen is ensured by the state the right 
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to employment as well as the right to get equal pay 
for equal work. 

Unemployment and poverty have long since been 
eliminated in North Korea where the aim of produc- 
tion is to fully meet the growing demands of the 
people and where the fruits of labour are distributed 
to the working people themselves. 

Factory and office workers are guaranteed eight- 
hour workday and paid vacations every year. 

They enjoy regular vacations at the widespread 
network of rest homes and_ sanatoria run by the 
state. 

In 1963, the number of rest homes and sanatoria 
grew 14 times the figure of 1953. 

Citizens who are incapacitated due to old age or 
disease are insured by the state. 


The people’s government enforced the law on the 
equality of the sexes to guarantee the women equal 
rights with men and the system of maternity leave 
and established numerous creches and kindergartens 
so as to fully ensure the social activities of women. 


Homes for the aged have been set up for the 
old people who have no one to rely on. Furthermore, 
for the promotion of people’s health, a system of 
free medical service is in force for the whole peo- 
ple. 

For the younger generation, the state has intro- 
duced free universal middle school education, and 
the students of specialised schools and institutions of 
higher learning receive stipends from the state. 

Under such regime, the people now have no wor- 
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ries about food, clothing and housing or about the 
education of their children. 

The state ensures freedom of scientific, liter- 
ary and artistic activities and allocates a stupendous 
amount of funds for their development. 

These democratic rights and freedom provided 
for in the Constitution of the Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea and guaranteed by the state open 
up a broad avenue for the infinite enhancement oi 
the people’s creative zeal and ability, for the free- 
dom of individuality for the spiritual efflorescence 
and physical development of each citizen. 

The state system of the Democratic People’s Re- 
public of Korea is one that respects and values 
everything progressive of the past and present in 
Korea and places all that is beautiful and excellent 
in Korea in the hands of the people to enrich their 
new, happy life. 

The Korean people greatly value this good sys- 
tem which has provided them with a hope-filled, 
happy, new life and which promises them a bright 
future. 


Ii. INDEPENDENT NATIONAL ECONOMY 


The Korean people inherited a woefully back- 
ward colonial economy when they were liberated 
from the Japanese imperialist yoke in 1945. 

During their colonial rule, the Japanese imperi- 
alists converted Korea into their raw material 
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source and a market for their products and thorough- 
ly blocked the development of the national industry 
in Korea. 

Even according to doctored statistics released 
by Japanese imperialism, the Japanese monopolies 
held over 93 per cent of the total capital in Korea 
and the Japanese government and landlords oc- 
cupied the bulk of fertile land of Korea. 

The negligible industry built in Korea under the 
Japanese imperialist rule was an appendage to the 
Japanese industry supplying it with raw materials. 
It was a lopsided industry based on backward 
technique and having no production processes for 
finished goods. And even this the Japanese imperi- 
alists severely destroyed when they were fleeing. 


On seizing power after liberation, the Korean 
people were faced with the weighty task to rehabili- 
tate the devastated economy at the earliest date, do 
away with the colonial lopsidedness and backward- 
ness of economy and build an independent economy. 


The Korean people made strained efforts for the 
implementation of this task for several years. But 
when they had basically carried out economic reha- 
bilitation and entered a new stage of development, 
the U.S. imperialists launched an armed invasion. 

Everything was destroyed during the fierce war 
from 1950 to 1953. 

In Pyongyang alone, the U.S. imperialists drop- 
ped over 400,000 bombs, one bomb for every citizen. 

At the time of the armistice, as a foreign corres- 
pondent said, ‘‘no two bricks sticking together could 
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be found” in Pyongyang. 

During the war, over 8,700 buildings of factories 
and production establishments, upwards of 600,000 
houses, more than 5,000 school buildings and thou- 
sands of cultural, public health and welfare facilities 
were destroyed or burnt down. 


The Korean people had not a ton of steel, not a 
ton of cement or chemical fertiliser available for 
rehabilitation and construction; food and clothing 
were also scarce. Almost all their houses were level- 
led with the ground. 


When the war ended in 1953, the Korean people 
had only debris left for them in the literal sense of 
the word. 


Under such circumstances, the Korean people 
had to restore the devastated economy, liquidate the 
lopsidedness and backwardness of the economy and 
stabilise people’s living in the shortest possible 
time, and lay their own solid economic foundation 
for building a prosperous and unified independent 
country. 


Already in 1947, Marshal Kim I] Sung said: 
“For building a democratic state, we must not fail 
to establish the foundation of independent economy 
of our nation... we can neither achieve independence 
nor build our country nor live without the founda- 
tion of an independent economy”. 


The people in the northern half of the country 
lave striven since the first day of liberation to lay 
the foundation of an independent national economy, 
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holding high the revolutionary banner of self-re- 
liance. 


Self-reliance is an unbending spirit of fighting 
it out in any adversity, a creative spirit of making 
all things one needs by one’s own strength and the 
stamina of the revolutionary who knows only ad- 
vance and no retreat. 

The tradition of this lofty revolutionary spirit 
of self-reliance was established during the anti-Ja- 
panese armed struggle by the Korean Communists 
headed by Premier Kim I] Sung as early as in the 
1930's. 


The Government of the Democratic People’s Re- 
public of Korea and the Korean people have carried 
forward this precious revolutionary tradition and 
consistently and steadfastly upheld it in the whole 
course of their activities—in the arduous struggle a- 
gainst the foreign aggressors and in economic con- 
struction for the prosperity of the country and the 
nation. 


Marshal Kim I] Sung defined the basic content 
of the construction of an independent national eco- 
nomy as following: 


“To build an independent national economy 
means to develop economy in a diversified way, 
equip it with up-to-date technique and create our 
own firm raw material bases, thus forming a com- 
prehensive economic system in which all branches 
are interlinked organically with each other, with a 
view to producing and supplying basically at home 
heavy and light industrial and agricultural products 


18 


needed for the prosperity of the country and enhance- 
ment of the people’s living.” 

It was under extremely difficult conditions that 
the Korean people started carrying out the Three- 
Year Plan for the post-war rehabilitation and deve- 
lopment of the national economy (1954-56). 


The Three-Year Plan was fulfilled successfully. 
As a result, the severe war wounds were healed 
in the main. 


On this basis, the Korean people carried out 
with credit the Five-Year Plan for the develop- 
ment of the national economy (1957-61). 

The main target of the Five-Year Plan was to lay 
the foundation of an independent national economy 
and solve basically the question of food, clothing 
and housing for the entire people. 

It was a hard task for Korea to build an inde- 
pendent economy, for she had been bequeathed with 
a backward colonial economy and even this was 
utterly destroyed by the war and her territory was 
divided into the North and South. 


The Korean people, however, forged ahead uns- 
wervingly along the road they had chosen. This was 
to ensure that they should not repeat the bitter past 
when they were trampled under foot, humiliated and 
maltreated by the foreign aggressors and join the 
community of nations as a proud, independent mem- 
ber. 


They carried out the vast, arduous task of the 
Five-Year Plan only in two and a half years in the 
gross industrial output value and either fulfilled or 
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overfulfilled the production plans in four years by 
1960 on all indices. 


In a very brief span of time the Korean people 
have laid a solid foundation of independent na- 
tional economy. 


The vitality of the line of building an indepen- 
dent national economy is clearly demonstrated in 
the diversified development of economy and the high 
rate of development of the national economy. 


In the period between 1954 and 1963 the indus- 
trial production grew by an annual average rate of 
34.8 per cent in the northern half of the Republic. 
In 1963 our industry put out only in 28 days as 
much industrial products as were turned out in the 
whole year of 1944 at the time of the Japanese im- 
perialist rule. 


The output of grain, the main crop in our agri- 
cultural production, roughly doubled in 1961 the 
figure at the time of the Japanese imperialist rule 
and it reached 5 million tons in 1962. 


The proportion of industry to agriculture was 
69 to 31 already in 1958, and in 1960 it was 71 
to 29. 


Today North Korea is able to provide on its 
own all the fields of the national economy not only 
with raw materials, but with various machines and 
equipment including precision and large-sized ma- 
chines, and to satisfy on its own the demands of the 
people for consumer goods and food. 


20 


OUTPUT VOLUME OF MAJOR 
INDUSTRIAL GOODS 
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Output volume 1963 as 1963 as 

in 1963 against against 

1956 1946 

Electricity 11,766,000,000 kwh 2.3 times 3 times 

Coal 14,043,000 tons 3.6 times 11 times 
Pig iron and 

luppe 1,159,000 tons 5 times 386 times 

Steel 1,022,000 tons 5.4 times 204 times 

Structural steel 762,000 tons 5.7 times 76 times 

Chemical fertilizers 853,000 tons 4.4 times 5.5 times 

Cement 2,526,000 tons 4.2 times 24.5 times 

Fabrics 227,000,000 metres 3 times 84.4 times 


This means that the foundation of an independent 
tational economy has been firmly established. 

Premier Kim I] Sung said: 

“The onesidedness of our industry which had been 
concentrated solely on the production of raw materi- 
als and semi-manufactures and had depended al- 
most entirely on foreign countries for machines and 
equipment and consumer goods has been eliminated. 
And our industry does not rely on foreign raw ma- 
terials, but relies in the main on the domestic na- 
tural resources and sources of raw materials. This 
means that our industry is a solid, self-reliant in- 
dustry.” 


Referring to such successes attained by the Ko- 
rean people in a very short historical period follow- 
ing the war, French correspondent Jean-Emil Vidal 
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wrote: 

“If there is a phenomenon which is to; be called 
a miracle in the world, it must be the rehabilitation 
and construction in the Democratic People’s Repu- 
blic of Korea, socialist Korea which has revived on 
the ashes like a phoenix”. 


Industry 


Considering that the technical reconstruction of 
the national economy and the consolidation of the 
self-supporting economic foundation of the country 
are impossible without a powerful heavy industry, 
the Government of the Republic concentrated all 
forces on the creation of our own heavy industrial 
bases capable of producing in reliance upon rich 
home resources basically all raw and processed ma- 
terials, fuel and power installations, and machines 
and equipment needed for the development of our 
national economy. 

As a result, in all heavy industry enterprises the 
technical equipment was radically improved, ad- 
vanced production methods and technical processes 
were introduced on a broad scale, and more shops 
were erected to produce new products. 

Along with this, a considerable number of new 
factories equipped with modern technique were 
built. 

In the ferrous metallurgical industry, an end has 
been put to the onesided stress on the production of 
pig iron. It can now turn out in large quantities 
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various specifications of shaped steel, round steel, 
sheet steel and special steel, satisfying in the main 
the growing requirements of capital construction 
and the machine-building industry for steel ma- 
terials. 

The ore mining industry has been further deve- 
loped and, at the same time, new smelting and pro- 
cessing facilities have been built so as to process 
various non-ferrous and rare metals. 

Tremendous successes have also been achieved 
in the development of the chemical industry. In the 
past North Korea had only an incrganic chemical 
industry which turned out, for the most part, nitro- 
genous fertilizer. 

Today, however, an organic synthetic chemical 
industry has been created with the establishment 
of a number of new chemical factories including a 
giant vinalon factory, vinyl chloride factory and che- 
mical fibre mills. 

Thus, a solid foundation has been laid for ex- 
tensively developing all branches of the chemical 
industry such as plastics, synthetic fibre and syn- 
thetic rubber, to say nothing of various chemical 
fertilizers, agricultural chemicals and medicines, 
by relying entirely on our own raw material re- 
sources. 

Fuel and power bases have been further consoli- 
dated. 

The existing power stations such as the Soopoong 
and Jangjingang Power Stations were fully rehabi- 
litated and equipped on a new technical footing. 
Large power stations including the Dokrogang 
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Power Station were newly erected and more hydro- 
and thermo-power stations of big scale are now 
being built in various parts of the country with our 
technique and labour. 


Coal mines, which had been equipped with out- 
dated technique and underdeveloped in the past, 
have been reconstructed and expanded with modern 
equipment and many new coal mines were exploited, 
with the result that we are now able to meet the de- 
mand of the national economy for coal. 


The greatest success achieved in the past period 
in the field of industry is the creation of the ma- 
chine-building industry. 

There was no modern independent machine- 
building factory before, but today we have powerful 
machine-building industry bases with the construc- 
tion of many modern large factories producing au- 
tomobiles, tractors, electric locomotives, machine 
tools, precision machines, mining machines, electric 
appliances and other machines. 


In 1963 the output volume of machine-building 
and metal-working industries grew as much as 162 
times compared with 1946, immediately after libera- 
tion. The share of machine-building industry in the 
tctal industrial output value was only 1.6 per cent in 
1944, the closing year of the Japanese imperialist 
rule. But it grew to 23 per cent in 1962. In 1963 the 
proportion of self-supply of machinery and equipment 
reached 93.8 per cent. 


Formerly North Korea could not produce even 
spare parts properly, but now, thanks to the leaping 
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development of the machine-building industry, it is 
turning out automobiles, tractors, excavators, 6-metre 
hobbings, 8-metre turning lathes and 3,000-ton press 
as well as complex precision machines and complete 
sets of equipment for large-scale power stations, 
chemical factories and metallurgical works. 


Light industry, which had been one of the most 
backward branches in North Korea, also made a 
rapid progress in the past period. 


The textile industry was further expanded and the 
food-processing industry and production of daily 
necessaries grew rapidly. 


In the textile industry, over 10 large modern 
cotton, silk and woolen textile mills and more than 
200 medium and small local textile mills were new- 
ly built and expanded, with the result that in 1962 
we produced about 250 million metres of fabrics, or 
186 times as against the pre-liberation year of 1944. 

This means that the per capita output of fabrics 
increased to more than 25 metres from 0.14 metre 
in the days of the Japanese imperialist rule. 


In 1963, in comparison with 1946, the output of 
the food industry increased 16 times and that ol 
industries producing goods for cultural use and 
daily necessaries 248 times. 


We depended upon Japan’s industry for all 
daily necessaries in the days of the Japanese impe- 
rialist rule, but we now produce on our own all 
goods for cultural and household use—sewing mach- 
ines, clocks, radios, gramophones, bicycles, fountain 
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pens, enamel ware, glass and porcelain ware, vinyl 
chloride and other synthetic resin goods. 

As is evident from the above, North Korea’s 
industry not only has developed at a very high rate, 
but also has undergone a radical change in its struc- 
ture, in its technical equipment and its distribu- 
tion of the productive forces. 


“We are now building power stations, metallurgi- 
cal works, chemical factories and other large modern 
industrial establishments with materials, machinery 
and equipmient turned out at home, pushing ahead 
with the technical reconstruction of the national 
economy at a rapid pace, mainly relying on our own 
heavy industry, and meeting requirements of the 
people with home-made consumer goods”. (Kim 
Il Sung) 


Agriculture 


Formerly North Korea’s agriculture was centered 
on grain production, yet it was so backward that it 
could not satisfy the requirements of the population 
even for staple food. 


The food situation in North Korea posed as a 
very difficult problem particularly under the circum- 
stances in which North Korea was separated from 
South Korea, the granary of Korea. 


For solving this problem, the Government of the 
Republic exerted its efforts to convert our coun- 
tryside into a reliable food base and a base supply- 
ing raw materials to light industry. To this end, it 


26 


took a measure to develop agriculture in a many- 
sided way. 

During the war, over 370,000 hectares of farm 
land were damaged by the enemy’s bcmbing. 


After the ceasefire the Government of the Repu- 
blic carried out agricultural co-operativisation 
which was of decisive importance in rapidly restor- 
ing the damaged rural economy and developing the 
productive forces of agriculture, and as it was near- 
ing completion, embarked without delay upon the 
technical transformation of agriculture. 

Here, it defined irrigation, e'ectrification, me- 
chanisation and chemicalization as the main 
contents of the technical revolution in the country- 
side and concentrated its efforts on irrigation first. 


In North Korea where the rice farming occupies 
the predominant place, there are drouglits in spring 
and a long rain in summer. Under such circumstan- 
ces, it was necessary, first of all, to carry out irri- 
gation in order to gather high and stable crops. 

The Kiyang, Uhjidon, Chungdan and other large 
scale irrigation projects, 759 reservoirs and over 
6,800 water pumping stations have been built. 


In the past 5 years the acreage of paddies has 
grown from 490,000 hectares to 640,000 hectares and 
non-paddy fields have also been brought under irri- 
gation on a large scale. 

Today the countryside of North Korea is covered 
with a dense network of irrigation channels with 
a total extension of hundreds of thousands of kilo- 
metres. 
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This signifies that the question of irrigation 
has been basically solved in North Korea and the 
long-cherished desire of our peasantry who had been 
subject to drought and flocd for thousands of years 
has come true. 


As in irrigation, a great success has also been 
attained in the electrification of rural areas. 

The extensive construction of medium and small 
power stations in the countryside along with large 
ones further prcmoted rural electrification. 

At present electricity has reached 94.7 per cent 
of the total villages in North Kcrea. 


In the countryside electricity is used widely, not 
only for lighting but also for water pumping, thrash- 
ing, fodder processing and other farming operations, 

Since 1960 when our machine-building industry 
began mass production of tractors and lorries, the 
mechanisation of agriculture has got into its stride 
end big success has already been achieved in this 
field, too. 

The number of tractors (in terms of 15 h.p. unit) 
rose from 764 in 1953 to 18,000 in 1963. The number 
of tractors per 100 hectares rose from 0.14 in 1958 
to 0.9 at present. 


In 1963 alone over 4,000 tractors and lorries, 
1,600 sowing machines, 2,000 thrashing machines 
and many other farming machines were supplied to 
the countryside. 

Chemicalisation has also progressed extensively 
along with mechanisation. 

The supply of chemical fertilizers to the country- 
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side has increased year after year. Various kinds of 
highly effective agricultural chemicals are being sup- 
plied to the rural villages in large quantities. 

The amount of fertilizer applied grew from 
260,000 tons in 1949 to 599,000 tons in 1963, and 
the per hectare application of chemical fertilizers 
has reached 300 kilograms. 

Thanks to the co-operativisation of rural econo- 
my and the consolidation of its material and technic- 
al foundations, agricultural production has made 
rapid progress. 

The grain output of North Korea grew from 
2,400,000 tons in 1944 to 3,700,000 tons in 1958 and 
tepped 5,000,000 tons in 1962. 

Thus North Korea has become self-sufficient in 
grain. 

In 1959, having witnessed the successes attained 
by our Republic in the field of agriculture, Nora 
Rodd, a Canadian public figure, wrote as follows: 

“How was this miracle accomplished in so short 
a time? By the correct method and guidance of the 
Partv and the State—State funds for irrigation, 
for grain and for machinery; for fertilizers and for 
training leaders. Back of all, the strong base of 
heavy industry... 

“Now the food problem has been solved. There 
are no longer poor peasants in North Korea”. 

Besides grain, the output of industrial crops 
such as cotton and tobacco considerably increased. 
The foundation for developing animal husbandry, 
which had been the most backward branch of agri- 
culture, was laid. 
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In 1963 compared with 1946 the head of cattle 
increased to 145 per cent, sheep 25 times, goats 147 
times, and pigs to 516 per cent. 

In fruit growing, the acreage under fruit trees 
increased to 122,000 hectares, thus ensuring a radic- 
al growth of the output of fruit in the near future. 
Sericulture also made rapid development. 


Education and Culture 


One of the greatest successes attained in North 
Korea after liberation is the development of educa- 
tion and culture and the training of national cadres. 


There were very few technicians before, but, as a 
result of full-scale extension of the network of se- 
condary and higher technical education and the 
great efforts made for the training of national cadr- 
es, more than 223,000 engineers and technical experts 
were engaged in all fields of the national economy 
as of the end of October, 1963. 

When Korea was liberated in 1945, there were 
2,300,000 adult illiterates in North Korea. Only 35 
per cent of school-age children were enrolled in 
elementary course and 1.8 per cent in secondary 
education network. 

In 1944, there were only 50 middle schools and 
3 specialised schools and there was no institution of 
higher learning in North Korea. Under the Japanese 
imperialist rule, the learning and use of mother ton- 
gue were forbidden in all schools, even in the pri- 
mary schools. 

After liberation the slave education system was 
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fully done away with and a new national education- 
al system was established on the democratic princi- 
ple. 


By the end of 1946, only a year after liberation 
the number of primary schools increased 2-fold 
and the number of middle school students 41-fold. 

And illiteracy was eliminated in the main by the 
winter of 1948. 


The curriculum and programme of teaching were 
revised completely, so that the students were able to 
learn and study their own history and national cul- 
ture and arm themselves with the scientific knowled- 
ge of the development of nature and society. 


The Government of the Republic decided to 
introduce universal primary education from Septem- 
ber 1950 and made vigorous preparations for it. 

But this was interrupted and educational organs 
were utterly destroyed by the war. 


In the post-war period, the Government of the 
Republic moved education to the fore, while carry- 
ing out the arduous task of restoring and construct- 
ing the devastated national economy. 


Thus, in North Korea, compulsory primary edu- 
cation was introduced in 1956, and from 1958 free 
universal secondary education was enforced, the first 
of its kind in Asia, and now preparations are suc- 
cessfully being made for the compulsory nine-ten 
year technical education system. 


Tuition fee has been abolished at all schools, 
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with the result that the entire younger generation 
has come to receive free education at state expense, 
while the students of higher educational establish- 
ments and special schools are issued stipends from 
the state. 


In North Korea today 2,566,000 students and 
pupils, or about one-fourth of the population, are 
receiving education at regular schools. 


There was no _ institution of higher learning 
before liberation but now there are 96, where 
214,000 students are in pursuit of higher know- 
ledge, acquiring science and technique. 


The progress of all-round technical reconstruc- 
tion of the national economy called for greater 
numbers of technical personnel. 


As a measure to satisfy the requirements of the 
developing national economy, the Government of 
the Republic expanded the network of evening and 
correspondence courses on an extensive scale, and 
at the same time opened factory colleges, a new type 
of institute of higher learning so as to give the 
working people the opportunity of receiving higher 
education while on the job. 


Through the introduction of the system of 
studying while working jactories and enterprises 
have become not only production centres, but also 
important bases for training technical cadres. 


Besides, in town and the countryside, all the 
workers and peasants are unfolding an extensive 
movement for the enhancement of their cultural and 
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technical level under the slogan: let the entire 
workers and peasants acquire the general knowled- 
ge of the junior middle school graduates or up- 
wards and master more than one kind of technique. 

There are numerous working people’s schools 
and working people’s middle schools in town and 
the countryside, where nearly one million working 
people are taking lessons. 

Before liberation, there were, for instance, cnly 
59 engine drivers in the domain of railway 
throughout the country. But today managers, chiel 
engineers, engineers, technicians, shop leaders and 
work-team leaders, in factories and enterprises and 
agricultural co-operatives, along with the hosts of 
leading functionaries in the capital and in localiti- 
es, are all newly trained personnel after liberation. 

With the development of education, the talent of 
the Korean people, which had long been trampled 
down and burried, has been brought into full play, 
and science and technique as well as national cul- 
ture are flowering. 

Thanks to the great efforts made by the Govern- 
ment of the Republic for the development of all 
branches of science in the past twenty years, a huge 
army of scientific and technical personnel including 
academicians, corresponding members of academy of 
sciences, doctors, professors, associate prcfessors 
and masters of sciences has been built up, and they 
are successfully solving scientific and technical pro- 
blems arising in carrying out the task of all-round 
technical revolution. 

The scientists of the Republic contributed a great 
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deal to the development of the national economy by 
completing the research into the method of produc- 
ing vinalon with anthracite and limestone, solving 
the question of gasifying anthracite, conducting 
semi-conductor research, research into the method 
of continuous steel-making from granulated iron, 
manganese, etc. 

In the field of agricultural science success has 
been made in breeding a new variety of tussah worm 
suitable to the climatic conditions of our country 
and research work is briskly going on in all bran- 
ches of agriculture including seed breeding. 

Particularly, the discovery of the substance of the 
Kyungrak system, hitherto unknown new tissue in 
the living body, is an epoch-making event which 
opened up a new stage in the, development of 
modern biology and medicine. 

Our social scientists unearth and_ collect 
national cultural relics, making a profound study 
of the time-honoured Korean history and Korean 
geography and Korean language and literature. 

Since liberation, the Government of the Republic 
has invariably carried forward the cultural heritage 
of the Korean people and developed a new national 
culture. 

In North Korea today, literature and arts belong 
to the working people and they are cf popular na- 
ture. There are some 100,000 amateur artist groups 
embracing millions of working people. 

All the factories and co-operative farms have 
their own art circles, and circle members describe 
through their experience their worthwhile life. 


34 


People’s Living 


In the northern part of the Republic the material 
and cultural standards of the people have improved 
radically thanks to the rapid development of indu- 
siry, agriculture and all other branches of the na- 
tional economy, the elimination of all forms of 
exploitation and the efflorescence and development 
of science and culture. 

The enhancement of people’s welfare can be seen, 
first of all, in the growth of national income. With 
the rapid growth of production in the post-war 
period the national income increased at a high rate 
every year, and in 1963, it grew 2.9 times as aga- 
inst 1956. 

In the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea the 
national income belongs to the entire people, and is 
used for the expansion of production and improve- 
ment of the wellbeing of the working people. At 
present, about one quarter of the national income is 
earmarked for accumulation and about three-quar- 
ters go to the working people for their personal 
consumption. 

On the basis of the growth of national income, 
the Government of the Republic raised the wages of 
the factory and office workers on 4 occasions and cut 
retail prices on 7 occasions in the post-war period 
in order to promote the welfare of the people while 
ensuring large-scale capital investment for the ex- 
pansion of production. 
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The real wages of factory and office workers 
have risen markedly thanks to the increase of 
monetary wages, big reduction of prices and tax 
rate. 

Today all our people have jobs and get adequate 
supply of food from the state for next to nothing. 

During the post-war years, houses with a total 
floor space of 35.67 million square metres have been 
newly built in town and the countryside with the re- 
sult that the housing conditions of the people have 
been radically improved. 

House rent including the charges for electricity, 
water supply and fuel, makes up a little more than 
three per cent of their living expenses. 

Factory and office workers are issued clothes by 
the state. 

Women not only get equal wages with men for 
equal labour, but also receive special benelits from 
the state including 77-day paid maternity leave. 

A deep-going change has also taken place in the 
life of the peasants. 

The Government has upheld the principle of 
keeping a balance in raising the living standard of 
the workers and peasants. 

Before liberation, the Korean peasants were even 
deprived of their own food through high farm rents 
and miscellaneous taxes; they were always afflicted 
with hunger and poverty. 

But today the co-operative farmers in North Ko- 
rea enjoy a life full of happiness and hope thanks 


to the enormous support and solicitude directed by 
the state. 
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The year’s harvest of the co-operative farms is 
distributed according to the quantity and quality of 
the work performed. 

In 1963 compared with 1954, the amount of grain 
distributed to the peasants showed a_ 3.72-fold in- 
crease and their cash income a 12-fold increase. 

Thus, the living standard of all the co-operative 
farmers has reached the level of the former middle 
or well-to-do middle peasants. 

In the North Korean countryside a large number 
of attractive, modern dwelling houses are built each 
year and the mud huts in which our peasants had 
lived for thousands of years are disappearing. 

From 1964, the rural capital construction such as 
thrashing grounds, animal sheds and warehouses 
and so forth, together with the irrigation and river 
dyke projects, is undertaken at state expense and 
the state provides houses to the peasants just as it 
does to the factory and office workers. The construc- 
tion of rural modern houses is undertaken entirely 
at state expense. 

And the state also bears the construction cost of 
the modern rural houses built by the rural con- 
struction corps in the past. 

Schools, clubs, nurseries, kindergartens and 
clinics have. been built and various service establish- 
ments expanded in the countryside to serve the cul- 
tural life of the co-operative peasants. 

Not only the problem of meeting the people’s re- 
quirements for food, clothing and housing has in the 
main been solved, but also the supply of goods to 
the working people improved in general. 
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Compared with 1949, in 1963 the retail commo- 
dity turnover increased 3.9 times. 

All the shops are stocked with home-made pro- 
ducts. 

The working people enjoy enormous state and 
social benefits in addition to the income from their 
labour. 

In 1963 the state expenditure for social and cul- 
tural service showed a growth of 5.33 times as a- 
gainst 1956, or 217 times that in 1946. 

A universal free medical service system has been 
enforced and the people are freed once and for all 
from worries about medical care. 

Medical establishments have been set up in all 
rural and mountainous villages, to say nothing of 
cities and towns. 

In 1963 the number of hospitals went up more than 
6 times and that of beds over 23 times as against 
1946. 

The number of doctors and assistant doctors total- 
led 18,241 last year and their number for every 
10,000 people grew from 1.1 in 1946 to 15.8 in 1963. 

With the well-organized health service, the death 
rate per 1,000 persons decreased from 20.8 in 1944, 
the closing year of the Japanese imperialist domina- 
tion, to 12.8 in 1963 and the average span of life 
has been extended by 22 years as compared with 
pre-liberation days. 

A great number of sanatoria and rest homes 
have been set up at scenic spots for the working peo- 
ple. Hundreds of thousands of working people enjoy 
rests at these places every year at state expense. 
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Creches and kindergartens run by the state and 
public are increasing day by day. Some 1,320,000 
children are now taken care of by nurses and teach- 
ers of creches and kindergartens. 


The wages of workers and office employees and 
the income of peasants are rising with every passing 
year, while the tax from! the inhabitants is steadily 
dwindling. 


The proportion of income tax in the state budget- 
ary revenue was 19.8 per cent in 1953, 8.8 per cent 
in 1956, 2.1 per cent in 1960 and only 2 per cent in 
1963. 


It is planned that the government will completely 
abolish income tax levied upon the workers and 
office employees in the near future. 


In the past the Government of the Republic has 
gradually lessened the burden of tax in kind delivered 
by the peasantry. The rate of tax in kind which 
stood at 25 per cent of the total harvest was reduc- 
ed to an average of 20.1 per cent after the war and 
it was again lowered to 8.4 per cent in 1959. 


More, many co-operative farms are altogether 
exempted from delivering tax in kind. 1,311 co-opera- 
tive farms out of over 3,700 had been complete- 
ly exempted from tax in kind by the end of 1963. 


It is envisaged that the agricultural tax in kind 
will be completely abclished between 1964 and 1966. 

This means that our peasants will be totally 
freed from tax burden they shouldered for thousands 
of years in the past. 
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IV. NEW PROSPECT 


A new prospect has been unfolded before the Ko- 
rean people who have made brilliant accomplish- 
ments in social transformation and economic and 
cultural construction. 

The 4th Congress of the Workers’ Party of Ko- 
rea held in September 1961 set forth grand perspec- 
tive tasks of the Seven-Year National Economic De- 
velopment Plan of the Republic (1961-1967). 

The basic task of the Seven-Year Plan is to car- 
ry out overall technical reconstruction and cultural 
revolution and markedly push up the people’s living 
standard, relying on the foundation of the national 
economy which has already been firmly laid. 


The tasks for the first three years of the Seven- 
Year National Economic Plan were accomplished 
with credit and the economic strength of the country 
has been further consolidated. 

The gross industrial output value will grow at an 
annual rate of 18 per cent during the Seven-Year 
Plan period and it will be 3.2 times by 1967 in com- 
parison with that of 1960, of which production of the 
means of production will be 3.2 times and that oi 
consumption goods 3.1 times. 

The volume of major industrial products will 
reach the following level in 1967, the last year of the 
Seven-Year Plan: 
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Unit Planned output Compared 


for 1967 with 1960 
Electricity 100 million kwh 170 2.4 times 
Coal 10,000 tons 2,500 2.4 times 
Pig iron and luppe me 230 2.7 times 
Steel si 230 3.6 times 
Chemical fertiliser id 170 3 times 
Cement cs 430 1.9 times 
Fabrics 100 million m. 5 2.6 times 
Marine products 10,000 tons 120 2.5 times 


In 1967 we will turn out as much industrial 
goods as were turned out in the 14 years from 1946 
to 1959 and put out in 13 days what was produced 
in the whole year of 1944. 


In the Seven-Year Plan. period our industry will 
undergo further replenishment in its production 
structure, it will develop in a many-sided way, hav- 
ing a stable raw material base of its own, and firmly 
equipped with up-to-date technique; thus an_ in- 
dependent industrial system will be established. 


By the end of the Seven-Year Plan period we will 
meet demand for various kinds of new rolled non- 
ferrous metal goods with home products and satisfy 
in the main the requirements for different chemical 
products necessary for industry and rural economy. 

Demands will be met for heavy industrial equip- 
ment such as mining machines, metallurgical equip- 
ment, chemical installations and electric apparatus- 
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es, all kinds of heavy and light industrial equip- 
ment as well as construction machines and means 
cf transport—all for the all-round technical recon- 
struction. Tractors and other farm machines, boats 
and other fishing equipment for the mechanization 
of agriculture and fishery will be produced in large 
quantities. 


In this period, many more new machines and 
equipment including heavy and precision machines 
will be designed and manufactured and particularly 
the production of all kinds of measuring  instru- 
ments, electronic tubes, static electric apparatuses 
and so on necessary for the technical progress and 
automation of the national economy will be rapidly 
accelerated. 


In this period the quality of light industrial 
products will catch up with the advanced world 
level, and abundance of fabrics of all varieties will 
be turned out for the inhabitants and a sufficient 
amount of all kinds of dcmestic goods will be sup- 
plied for the cultural life of the working people. 

Epochal change will be brought about also in 
the domain of rural economy. 


Over-all mechanisation will be effected in ali 
rural areas, from plains to mountainous districts, 
and all the major farm work such as_ ploughing, 
sowing, between-row harrowing, weeding, harvest- 
ing and thrashing as_ well as_ stock-breeding and 
transport will be mechanised in the Seven-Year Plan 
period. 


The number of tractors will shoot up from 19,000 
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at present to 80,000 in 1967. 

In this period grand nature-remaking projects 
will be undertaken such as large-scale irrigation and 
river readjustment projects and the construction of 
tidal banks. 

The chemicalisation of agriculture, along with 
mechanisation, will ease the most laborious and 
time-consuming job in agriculture, while radically 
enhancing the yields. 

As a result of such economic and technical mea- 
sures, the grain output will reach 6-7 million tons 
at the end of the Seven-Year Plan period. This will 
rlot only enable North Korea to solve the question 
of food once and for all but lay a solid foundation 
for speedily developing all branches of rural economy. 

In this period animal husbandry will also make 
a big stride. Pomiculture and sericulture, together 
with all industrial crop farming, will be developed in 
a big way. 

The acreage under fruit trees will be expanded to 
350,000 hectares by newly laying more than 200,000 
hectares of orchards through the reclamation of hill- 
side. The year 1967 will-see 500,000 tons of fruit har- 
vest, an amount enough to supply to the people all 
the year round. 

For advancing sericulture to produce more high- 
quality silk, the mulberry fields will be expanded to 
100,000 hectares through the reclamation of 40,000 
hectares of hillside land. 

Along with this, a big scale project for creating 
forests of economic value will be undertaken 
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throughout the country. 

The overall technical reconstruction of the nation- 
al economy calls for epochal advance in the realm of 
science. 

In the domain of science, efforts are being made 
for developing science as a whole onto the world 
standard in the near future by absorbing fine scien- 
tific achievements made by mankind, including 
results in the research for introducing atomic energy 
into production. 

Our science will make a positive conitri- 
bution to the fulfilment of the grand tasks of me- 
chanisation of all branches of the national economy 
including rural economy, comprehensive mechanisa. 
tion and automation in some domains and electrifi- 
cation of the country. 


In the field of education and culture, it is plan- 
ned to enforce 9-10 year technical compulsory edu- 
cation in the Seven-Year Plan period on the basis 
of the success made in carrying out the secondary 
compulsory education and the training of 460,000 
technical experts. 


It is also expected that some 180,000 engineers 
and technical experts will be produced. 

The total number of students and pupils will 
grow to more than 3.1 million, of which those of 
higher educational institutions will exceed 220,000 
by 1967. 

More literary and art works will be produced 
and all the heritages of national art, beautiful and 
progressive, will be carried forward and flourish. 
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All this will lead to the remarkable improve- 
ment in the material and cultural living of the peo- 
ple. 

In this period the national income will swell 2.7 
times and in 1967 it will grow 9 times the pre-war 
level. 

The real income of the workers and office em- 
ployees will grow 1.7 times in the plan period. And 
that of the peasants will be doubled, thus their liv- 
ing standard will reach the level of the former well- 
to-do middle peasantry as a whole. 

The Government of the Republic will liquidate 
the tax system once and for all and completely free 
the people from all kinds of tax burdens in the 
Seven-Year Plan period. | 

The volume of commodity circulation in urban 
and rural areas will swell 3.2 times in the plan 
period, thereby filling the growing demand of the 
people for diverse commodities. 

In the same period houses for 600,000 families 
will be erected in cities and workers’ settlements and 
an equal number of houses built in rural areas. 

The additional benefit drawn by the working 
people from the state budgetary expenditure will 
also increase at a tremendous rate. 

Subsidiaries and pensions for the working peo- 
ple will grow and more working people will spend 
their vacations at state rest homes, sanatoria and 
camping grounds free of charge. 

In the realm of public health, the system of sec- 
tion doctors, an advanced medical service system, 
will be put into effect. 
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Upon the fulfilment of the plan, the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea will become a prosper- 
ous, powerful country with a modern industry and 
developed agriculture, an advanced country where 
science and technique effloresce, a country where the 
people’s living is bountiful and culture and arts 
are in full bloom. 


The fulfilment of the Seven-Year Plan will create 
a firm foundation for unifying the fatherland inde- 
pendently and for rehabilitating the ruined South 
Korean economy after unification. 


V. SOUTH KOREA UNDER U.S. OCCUPATION 


In contrast with the daily prospering North Ko- 
rea, today South Korea is beset by a perilous crisis 
in all spheres of society. 


South Korea has been converted into a complete 
colony and military base of the United States. 


Democratic freedom and rights of the people 
have completely been wiped out and the most brutal 
fascist terror and oppression prevail in South Ko- 
rea. The patriotic, democratic movements of the 
South Korean people in demand of the right to exis- 
tence, political freedom and the peaceful unifica- 
tion of the country are undergoing unheard-of cruel 
suppression. 

Due to the U.S. colonial policy for the past 20 
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years, the political confusion and economic bankrunt- 
cy in South Korea have come to a climax. 

The South Korean industrial production has 
decreased to two-thirds of the poor capacity at the 
time of the Japanese imperialist colonial rule. 

The per capita output of the South Korean in- 
dustry in 1963 stood at 1/12.6 of that of North Ko- 
rea in electricity, 1/15.2 in steel, 1/3.7 in coal, 1/8.5 
in chemical fertilizers and 1/7.6 in cement. 

“At present no more than 30 per cent of the pro- 
duction capacity of South Korea is in operation due 
to the shortage of raw material,” reported the South 
Korean news agency Hapdong Tongshin in Seoul on 
February 25, 1964. 

The share of production of the means of produc- 
tion in the composition of industrial output has 
dwindled to 12.1 per cent from 29.6 per cent before 
liberation, and the South Korean industry now de- 
pends on foreign countries, mainly the United States, 
for 93.5 per cent of the needed machines and 80-95 
per cent of main raw materials. 

Today the South Korean industry barely meets 
20 per cent of the domestic demands for main pro- 
ducts, or only one half of those at the time of the 
Japanese rule. 

The rural economy of South Korea, formerly the 
granary of the country, has likewise been devastat- 
ed. 

Compared with the pre-liberation days, land un- 
der cultivation has shrunk by 200,000 hectares and 
the sown area by 600,000 hectares, while the grain 
output has decreased by one third. 
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South Korea, which was a granary “exporting an- 
nually five to ten million suk of rice before libera- 
tion” (South Korean “Economic Yearbook”, 1949 
edition), has turned into a zone of chronic famine an- 
nually importing an average of five million suk of 
cereals. 


The Japanese Economist issued on December 17, 
1963 wrote: “‘...South Korean economic crisis is a 
chronic one. But the noteworthy difference is that 
whereas it had formerly been a process of quantita- 
tive accumulation, now it is approaching the ex- 
tremely acute phase of qualitative explosion”. 

The bankruptcy of the South Korean economy has 
led the people to appalling destitution. In cities and 
towns seven million unemployed and semi-unem- 
ployed are roaming about in search of jobs, while 
in the countryside one million peasant households 
find themselves on the verge of starvation each 
year. 


Those workers who are on the job are driven 
hard at starvation wages less than one-third or one 
quarter of the minimum living cost. 

Educational, cultural and artistic domains are 
also in a deplorable state. 


Schools have been converted into the training 
centre of cannon fodder for U.S. imperialism. 

National culture and arts are trampled upon by 
the influx of the American way of life and Yankee 
culture. 

The U.S. imperialist aggressors are wrecking 
and stealing our ancient cultural relics, and de- 
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generation of public morals and corruption: have 
reached the extreme. 

New York Herald Tribune of July 5, 1964, wrote 
about the present South Korean situation as fol- 
lows: 

‘,. Millions of American dollars have been dis- 
tributed in the country each year since then, but to- 
day, far from being a country of full stomachs, 
South Korea is pitilessly poor. Cities like the capital, 
Seoul, with a population of 2 million, are filled with 
unemployed, and in the country there are food shor- 
tages, frustration and unhappiness. 

“A Korean friend painted the following gloomy 
picture: 

“South Korea today is a land where millions of 
people have no hope. There is little industry, and 
when seasons are bad, there is not enough rice to 
feed the nation. I do not know how many millions 
of American dollars have come into the country since 
the end of the Korean war. But what has happened 
to them? The ordinary people can see no improve- 
ment from the money. 

“To make it worse, Koreans have always liked 
educating themselves as best they can. But what 
happens to them when they graduate from their uni- 
versities? Not more than 20 per cent of them can 
hope to get jobs where they can use their know- 
ledge. 

“Do you know, my friend! The suicide rate in 
Korea is growing alarmingly. Why? Because people 
who have lost hope and are hungry are killing them- 
selves. That is how it is in Korea today. 


49 


“To check on what my friend told me I asked 
other Koreans and Westerners in the country for 
their comments. They all agreed that what my friend 
had told me was true”. 

Today South Korea is undergoing inexorable po- 
litical and economic crises. The United States ts 
working hard to draw the Japanese militarists into 
South Korea in an attempt to shore up its shaky 
colonial rule and to maintain its foothold for ag- 
gression upon the northern half of our Republic and 
the Asian continent. 

The U.S. is converting South Korea into a base 
for nuclear and rocket war by introducing guided 
missiles, and is engaged in endless war racket. The 
U.S. imperialists are shooting the Korean inhabi- 
tants for the mere fun of it. They are immersed in 
all sorts of atrocities in South Korea such as mur- 
der, robbery, arson, violence and raping. 


The occupatton of South Korea by the U.S. army 
and the U.S. imperialist aggressive policy toward 
Korea are the major obstacle to the peaceful unifi- 
cation of our country and to the democratic deve- 
lopment of the South Korean society and at the 
same time the root cause of all the misfortunes and 
sufferings of the South Korean people. 


The South Korean people have come to realize 
through the experience of their life that they cannot 
cast off the present misery and colonial slavery un- 
less they drive out the U.S. army from South Korea, 
peacefully unify the country at the earliest date and 
rely on the firm, independent national economy 
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built in North Korea, and today they are striving to- 
ward this goal. 
Washington Post of May 29, 1964 wrote: 
‘“..Under the surface in the south there is strong 
sentiment for reunion with the north... Despite 
mountains of American aid South Korea must strive 
desperately just to stay in place. By contrast, Com- 
munist Korea is prosperous and confident”. 


The fierce struggle of the South Korean youth, 
students and people at large is shaking the U.S. im- 
perialist colonial rule to its foundation. Driven into 
a blind alley, the U.S. imperialists and their minions 
are barbarously suppressing the patriotic youths, 
students and citizens of South Korea at the point 
o! the bayonet. 


But the more outrageous the suppression of the 
oppressors becomes, the more the South Korean peo- 
ple are intensifying the struggle for the withdrawal 
of the U.S. army from South Korea, for the right to 
subsistence, for freedom and for the peaceful unifi- 
cation of the country. 


The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea is 
forging ahead at the speed of Chullima. No force 
on earth can bar its advance. 

Perturbed by the prospering reality in the Demo- 
cratic People’s Republic of Korea, which is in sharp 
contrast with the dark reality of South Korea under 
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their colonial domination, the U.S. imperialists are 
dead set against holding free, all-Korea general 
elections for the peaceful unification of Korea. 

The U.S. imperialists work hard lest the popu- 
lar masses of South Korea should come to know 
about the developing reality of the D.P.R.K. They 
are opposed even to the correspondence between 
the members of the family and the friends who have 
been living apart in North and South Korea for 
20 years now. 

However, the U.S. imperialists cannot prevent 
this for long. The time will give the answer. 

The Government of the Democratic People’s Re- 
public of Korea will continue waging the resolute 
struggle for the peaceful unification of Korea by 
making the U.S. imperialist aggressive army with- 
draw from South Korea, stabilising peace in Korea 
and holding free all-Korea general elections on de- 
mocratic principles free from any foreign inter- 
ference. 

At the same time, the Government of the Demo- 
cratic People’s Republic of Korea will strive invari- 
ably for the consolidation of peace in the Far East 
and the world together with all the peace-lov- 
ing nations. 
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